
25 January 2018 Term 1:  Week 1 

PRINCIPAL 
Mr Matthew Beacroft 

Dear Parents and Friends, 

We welcome all of our returning and new families. We especially welcome our 21 new prep 
students into our school. These children are a wonderful addition to our school and we love 
that our school is slowly growing in numbers in the local area. Thank you to all the parents 
who share the wonderful stories of our community and learning that we have in our 
fantastic school. It certainly is a pleasure to show a prep enrolment for 2022 around our 
engaging and collaborative classroom spaces. I know our year one students have loved 
showing the prep students how much fun school is this week. 

New Staff 

This year we are very lucky to have great new staff joining the St Mary of the Cross team. 
We welcome Miss Lisa Parry as our 5/6 Teacher, Mr Luke Hutcheon – PE Teacher, Miss 
Emma Tickner– School Officer and Mrs Lauren Veling who returns as our Art Teacher. I 
know that all teachers have settled into their classrooms and are quickly getting to know 
their beautiful students. 

Parent Information Evening 

On Tuesday 13th February, parents are invited to a Parent Information evening. 

The purpose of the information evening is to provide parents with an opportunity to meet 
their child’s teacher, see the classroom and hear the expectations each teacher has for their 
students. One of the greatest influences in your child’s learning is the family. Research 
shows that the more interest you show in what is happening at school, the more influence 
you have on your child’s learning. 

All parents are asked to meet in our school library from 6pm to hear from the Principal, 
Assistant Principal and our Primary Learning Leader regarding school priorities and building 
plans for the 2018 year. Each class teacher will then run two sessions. These sessions will be 
from 6:30- 6:50 and again from 7:00 to 7:20pm. Each session is the same and is repeated to 
allow parents who have children in more than one class the opportunity to visit each class. 

Sun Safety 

During these particularly hot summer days it is important to remember sun safety 
procedures. All students must have a hat at school each day to wear during outside 
activities including lunch times. We encourage students to apply sunscreen before coming 
to school.  

Facebook Page - follow St Mary of the Cross 

Please make sure you LIKE the page so that you receive updates and information.  

Only St Mary of the Cross staff will be able to post on the page but parents are able to 
comment on posts. We ask that you use this opportunity with respect and consideration of 
the school community. Our page will be closely monitored to ensure that comments are 
moderated. The school will not use the names of students in most cases. Any students who 
do not have media consent permission will not have their image placed on the page.  

Have a good long weekend. Happy Australia Day. 

Regards, 

Matthew Beacroft 
Principal 
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2018 Terms 

Term 1  
(10 wks) 

Tue 23 January - 
Thu 29 March 

Term 2 
(11 wks) 

Tue 17 April -  
Fri 29 June 

Term 3 
(10 wks) 

Mon 16 July -  
Fri 21 September 

Term 4 
(9 wks) 

Mon 8 October - 
Fri 7 December 

Date Claimers 

FRI 
26 Jan 

Australia Day Public 
Holiday 

MON 
29 Jan 

Assembly 2.30pm 

FRI 
2 Feb 

Sausage Sizzle 
Friday starts back 

MON 
5 Feb 

LIFE Education 
Program 

WED 
7 Feb 

School Welcome 
Mass 9am 

FRI 
9 Feb 

Welcome Social 
Even - Barefoot 
Bowls 

Specialist Timetable 

MON Assembly & Hymns 

TUES 
Spanish & Library 
Lessons 

WED PE & Music Lessons 

THU Art Lesson 
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SCHOOL 

NOTICES 

Welcome back to St Mary of the Cross for 2018 

Welcome to the 2018 school year and all the excitement that brings. It was wonderful to 
see so many smiles and busyness for the start of our school year. I enjoyed spending time 
with our Prep students on Tuesday as they settled into their learning and the routine of 
school. Thank you to the parents, grandparents and carers who made the first day of school 
extra special for our Preps. It was great to have a chat over a cup of tea and a few Tim Tams.  

Opening School Mass 

Saint Mary of the Cross School will celebrate Eucharist at our opening Mass. This will be 
held in Holy Rosary Church, Wednesday 7th February at 9.00 a.m. I invite our school and 
parish community to join us in this celebration.  

Prayer for Our Journey this Year 

May we recognise the signs that will lead us to you and give us good companions for the 
journey. 

Have a peaceful week, 

Dean Estreich 
APRE 

ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL (APRE) 
Mr Dean Estreich 

$5 includes a sausage on 
bread, popper & snack 

from 
FRIDAY 

2nd FEB 2018 

School Banking  
starts  

THURSDAY 
1st FEB 2018 

God is always there to encourage, to protect, to guide and to 
walk with us. 

God of our journey, give us clear vision, that we may see you in 
all those we meet. 

Give us sensitive hearing that we may perceive your voice 
speaking through the events of our lives; 

Give us compassionate hearts that we may recreate your loving presence among us.  

W
E
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K
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Dear Parents and Caregivers, 

Welcome back for a wonderful year.  Mercy Partners offers us some insights to make this 
‘wonderful’ happen as we move through the year with God for others. 

As we begin this new year a mindset adjustment may be required. For many of us, we 
persist with the ways ‘it has always been done’ and expect different results. What if we 
instead mix it up a little? With a few simple tweaks like offering to help a stranger with their 
groceries, adding an intercessory prayer to our morning routine, a weekly call to someone 
we know who lives alone, or is unwell or is too distant to visit. These simple changes may 
not seem a lot to us but for all we know they may mean the world to the recipient.  When 
we choose to serve others we grow in faith and love. Daniel O’Leary reminds us in The 
Happiness Habit, of the conditioning and maintenance we must foster to ensure a healthy 
balance within us. The mind, the heart, the body, the soul – ideally they all work together. 
Too often you see them as separate – some you ignore, others you overindulge. For any 
increase in your sense of well-being, all four need to interweave in a deeper harmony. This 
harmony is what defines your personality, your character, the power of your unique 
presence. Striking a balance is the best formula for a happy life. Even after volumes of 
recent research into mindfulness techniques, emotional intelligence, diet and exercise 
control, and various spiritualities, the simple wisdom of our childhood days still holds – all 
things in moderation, and a healthy mind in a healthy body. To achieve this state of all-
round balance, a serious commitment and a daily discipline are needed. 

When that all gets too much, remember to BREATHE!  Try this one – sit in a comfortable 
position, spine straight, shoulders relaxed and eyes closed. Use the ring and little fingers of 
your right hand to close your left nostril, then take a deep breath through the right nostril, 
then release and use your thumb to close your right nostril as you exhale through the left 
nostril.  Repeat the opposite way.  Do this 10-20 times.  If that’s all too hard, at least you 
will begin to laugh with your effort and that helps too! 

Mary MacKillop would say: “My prayer for you will be that the new year will find you 
strengthened in the true spirit [of St Mary of the Cross School.] 

God bless 

Sr Anne Cannon 
School Pastoral Worker 

HEALTHY LUNCHES 

Each week, I try to offer a healthy eating tip, sometimes a recipe, sometimes a news item.  
The following comes from the South Australian Health Department. 

Eating well really does matter.  We’ve all heard it before, but it can be hard to get started. 

Here’s the good news…  Every little change makes a difference. 

The easiest way is to start small and try one new healthy ‘swap’ each week, and then by the 
end of the year you’ll have an amazing 52 new healthy habits and feel great! 

Healthy eating ‘swaps’ could include: 

 This week: try swapping full-cream milk for low-fat milk. 

 Next week: add to this by swapping your morning biscuits for a piece of fruit. 

See, it’s simple! 

Why not try one swap in the lunch box, eg the above about swapping biscuits for fruit?  

PASTORAL CARE CORNER 
Sr Anne Cannon 

JANUARY 

8th Daniel 

11th Braxton 

15th Edward 

19th Kim 

31st Savannah 

FEBRUARY 

5th Adhiraj 

6th Ayden & Prince 

14th Oliver V 

28th Manuela 
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stmaryofthecross 

St Mary of the Cross uses our Parent Portal as the main channel of communication with our school community. 
Don’t miss out on important information about what’s happening.  

You can download and read newsletters, check the school calendar for upcoming events and see the latest news. 
There are also interactive features where you can let us know your child will be absent, keep your contact details 
up-to-date, check attendance and see your child’s semester report cards.  

Access to our Parent Portal is restricted to parents of students at our school and a logon is required. For parents 
new to our school, please see attached the ‘invitation to login’ sheet to guide 
you through the process. If you have logged in before, your username and 
password has not changed. If you have forgotten your password, please select 
the Forgotten Password / First Time Login key, as circled in the image to the 
right.  

If you have any questions regarding the Parent Portal please contact the school 
office. 

The BCE Connect mobile app makes it easy for you to keep up with school 
events and information.  

The latest version/release of BCE Connect allows us to send announcements 
as a push notice to anyone who has installed the app and selected St Mary of 
the Cross and saved as a Favourite, for example a bus running late from an 
excursion.  Make sure you have notifications enabled on your device for the 
app when you install it. 

The push notification feature may be used to send an emergency 
announcement or to highlight an important message.  The notification 
presents on a mobile device similar to a SMS text message.  You do not have 
to open the app to see the notification. 

Other features include newsletters, school forms and the ability to notify of 
student absences at a touch of a button. 

The best experience is if you log into the App, which is done with the same 
username and password as the Parent Portal, the App will enable you to stay 
logged in for up to a year.  

Use the feedback tool in the app if you want to send a suggestion or let us 
know what you’d like in the app. 

BCE Connect, is now available to download from: 

·         Google play store   ·         Apple App Store  

 St Mary of the Cross Mobile Application - BCE Connect 

 St Mary of the Cross - Parent Portal 

https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=au.edu.catholic.bne.bceconnect01
https://itunes.apple.com/au/app/bce-connect/id910824920?mt=8

